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Includes the First World War Illustrations Pack – 73 battle plans and diagrams and 198 photos “A classic.
Lucy enlisted, with his brother in the RIR 1912, 2nd Bn. in France & gives a very fine account of the
1914-1915 campaign. His brother was killed at the Aisne & Lucy was eventually sent home for a rest: “My
leave... was a nightmare. My sleep was broken & full of voices & the noises of war. The voices were those of
officers & men who were dead... One morning was discovered standing up in bed facing a wall ready to repel
an imaginary dawn attack.” Lucy was commissioned, returned to his bn. and fought at 3rd Ypres & Cambrai
until wounded. John Lucy, an Irishman from Cork, enlisted in an Ulster regiment, The Royal Irish Rifles, with
his younger brother in January 1912, and after six months at the Depot they joined the 2nd Bn in Dover.
Subsequently they moved to Tidworth where the battalion was on 4 August 1914, in 7th Bde 3rd Division; ten
days later they were in France. There follow brilliant accounts of Mons, Le Cateau and the retreat to the
Marne, the turn of the tide and the Battle of the Aisne where his brother was killed. The battalion was involved
in desperate fighting in front of Neuve Chapelle in October 1914, losing 181 killed in four days and virtually
ceasing to exist, reduced to two officers and 46 men. Brought up to strength it suffered the same fate at First
Ypres.
This is a superb book, one of the best written by a ‘ranker', all the better for being one of the very few to
describe those early battles of 1914. As a critic wrote in 1938, ‘it is easily the best [war book] written by an
Irishman' - arguably still true. A great bonus is the description of life in the ranks in that long long ago just

before the Great War.”-Print ed.

