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Hard-working, second year pediatric resident Dr. Egan is chronically exhausted, as are most residents at
Malloy Medical Center, a very busy New York CIty hospital that is humming with activity 24 hours a day and
renowned for both its transplant service and in vitro fertilization clinic. One day Egan is woken at 3 AM to see
a baby who has arrived in the emergency room with early signs of bacterial meningitis. Despite Egan's frantic
efforts, the baby worsens and ends up brain dead in the pediatric intensive care unit. Stunned by his first loss
of a patient, he turns to the grief-stricken parents to give and receive comfort and learns that this baby was
born after the culmination of years of trying and thousands of dollars on in vitro fertilization. When Egan
learns of two other instances of in vitro babies who suffer a similar fate, he begins to wonder about the safety
of a new in vitro technique developed at the medical center.
He teams up with the beautiful and brillinat Gail Roscoe, a third year medical student. Their questions draw
the hostile attention of Dr. Blake George, developer of the new technique. Meanwhile, Prince Fasi of the
Middle East, who has waited for years for his first born son, is not about to let him succumb to severe
congenital heart disease and has the means and willingness to pay top dollar. He is winging his way to New
York with his son, having been informed by Dr. Jack Newhouse, director of the hospital's pediatric ICU and
transplant service that a perfect match is waiting. Egan and Roscoe must race against time to reveal what is

happening at the medical center under the guise of assisted reproductive technology.

